
Action 

Research:

The data that you deserve



Step One:
Topic of Research

As an English teacher, I constantly search for 

ways to improve my students’ reading 

comprehension skills. If our students can read 

to their highest potential, they will have the 

opportunity to succeed in each aspect of 

their life. My study will focus on the effects of 

using digital resources on the comprehension 

levels of my students. 



Step Two:
Purpose of the Study

As our classrooms move into the digital age, 

the implementation of blended and online 

learning models will force our students to 

read on a screen. Our testing platforms for 

state standardized tests have moved from a 

printed booklet to the screen of a PC. Are 

our students reading comprehension skills 

being aided or delayed by reading material 

from a screen rather than paper?



Step Three:
Research Question

To what extent will reading using digital 

resources effect a student’s comprehension 

compared to reading using traditional print 

resources?



Step Four:
Data Collection

The employment of both qualitative and 

quantitative data will be necessary to 

develop concrete support for my 

innovation plan. I will use each set of 

data with equal emphasis in order to 

determine the complete effect on 

comprehension developed using digital 

resources.



Step Five:
Types of Data

My classes will be split into two groups. One set of 

classes will use only printed resources to complete 

each unit within the school year. The other set of 

classes will use only digital resources to complete each 

unit within the school year. Students will take a multiple-

choice reading comprehension test after completion 

of a piece of literature. Students will take an open-

ended questionnaire that will provide them the 

opportunity to self-assess their comprehension of the 

piece of literature. These two assessments will be 

compared to each other to determine the effects of 

reading using digital sources instead of printed sources.



Step Six:
Research Design

This action research plan can best be described 

as a triangulation mixed-method design. This will 

allow me to develop the qualitative and 

quantitative data side-by-side. Each set of data 

will either confirm or deny the findings in the 

other set. This will allow me to determine with 

absolute confidence which approach to reading 

(digital or print) has the greatest positive impact 

on student learning.


