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Instructions: 
Evidence of Learning Three: Learning Manifesto 
 
*You will have one submission for this assignment: Your Learning Manifesto 
Create a reflection (connection) that addresses your philosophy of teaching (your learning 
manifesto).  
 
(1) Ask yourself what you are truly passionate about. Identify what you think are emerging 
issues related to digital learning and leading at the state, regional, national, and/or global 
contexts. What is right/wrong with education and what should the world do to enhance/fix 
it?   The evidence of learning will have references to prior accomplishments or innovative practice. 
For inspiration you might want to review Seth Godin's Stop Stealing Dreams or watch a presentation 
by Sir Ken Robinson. Consider a Keynote (or other presentation tools) 
with voiceover, Powtoon, iMovie, Windows Movie Maker, a video diary entry, or an 
annotated blog page with links or embed materials from your previous or current work.  The 
reflection should be a 1,000 word reflection or 5 minute audio/video combined. This 
assignment must be in a different format than Evidence of Learning 1. (For example, if you 
wrote a paper in Assignment 1, then Assignment 3 should be a video or a blog.) 
 
Assignment Specs: Every assignment turned in should list the course #, last name, EoL3_Learning 
Manifesto (5302_Thibodeaux_ EoL3_Learning Manifesto) If there is more than one submission 
required for an assignment, label it (5302_Thibodeaux_ EoL3_Learning Manifesto) Since there is no 
EoL33, I'll know that this is the second submission for EoL3. If you create a video, please share the 
URL or upload an accepted file in Bb (mp4). My suggestion would be to create a YouTube channel 
where you can upload all of your video assignments and share the link in Bb. If you choose to do 
your assignment using a Google Suite tool (such as Google Docs), please make sure the document is 
open and accessible via the URL link. You can add me as a collaborator 
at tilisa.thibodeaux1@gmail.com *Develop your evidence of learning with your audience in mind! 
*Be sure to cite references according to APA 6th edition.  
 
IMPORTANT: Keep this reflection and use it for Evidence of Learning Three (Learning 
Manifesto) in EDLD 5302 
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Week Three Evidence of Learning Three Rubric: 100 points 
 

Criteria Does not 
meet the 

minimum 
criteria 
0-59 pts 

Approaches the 
minimum criteria 

60-79 pts 

Meets the 
minimum 

criteria 
80-89 pts 

Demonstrates 
target criteria 

90-100 pts 

Learning 
Manifesto 

 
ISTE #1  

a, d 
 

ISTE #6 
a, b, c 

 
UNESCO 
ICT-CFT 

#2, #5 
 

The learner 
did not post 
a learning 
manifesto. 

The learner posted a 
learning manifesto 
but did not fully 
address emerging 
issues related to 
digital learning and 
leading. An analysis 
of implications for 
leadership in state, 
regional, or global 
contexts was not 
current. The learner 
shared their personal 
philosophy. 

The learner 
posted a learning 
manifesto and 
addressed 
emerging issues 
related to digital 
learning and 
leading. An 
analysis of 
implications for 
leadership in 
state, regional, 
or global 
contexts was 
relevant. The 
learner shared 
their personal 
philosophy. 

The learner posted 
a learning 
manifesto and fully 
addressed emerging 
issues related to 
digital learning and 
leading. An analysis 
of implications for 
leadership in state, 
regional, or global 
contexts was 
relevant and 
current. The learner 
shared their 
personal digital 
learning and leading 
philosophy. The 
learner used a 
different 
technology than 
used in Assignment 
1. 

 

Please insert the link to your assignment here and/or copy paste your paper: 
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This paper was prepared for Concepts of Educational Technology 5302, taught by Tilisa 

Thibodeaux. 
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Abstract 

The educational field is a constantly changing atmosphere in which new ideas reshape the 

strategies educators employ to educate the youth of the country. Presently and in the near future, 

there will be a massive shift in the approach the education system takes to create positive 

learning cultures in our country’s schools. This essay examines the problem of who in the 

government should be creating standards for our schools to follow and the problem of how those 

standards are to be met in the individual classroom.  
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A New Manifesto for the Public Education System 

In his speech at the Ted by Youth conference, Seth Godin asks, “Do we want our students 

to collect dots or connect dots?” This question should bring your mind to a grinding halt in an 

effort to analyze just how we have been educating the youth of our country. After some 

reflection, you may come to the frustrating realization that the public education system that had 

been successful for past generations is now failing the current generation of students.  

To be successful in the digital age it is imperative to be an outspoken, creative mind. So why do 

we continue to attempt to create generations of consumer drones? Education must adjust its goal 

of engineering compliant workers to a goal of instilling passion and inspiration in students that 

will go on to explore a new global community.  

Teachers must provide students with resources and opportunities to admire the 

landscapes of the past in an effort to reinvigorate those landscapes with a new modern light. 

Unfortunately, the national trend seems to be taking an opposite approach in its effort to better 

the public education system. This approach is led by the installation of the Common Core 

Standards. It has been decided by the powers that be to align all the students of our vast, diverse 

nation under the same set of standards for education. This approach enforces the thought that 

each student under the Stars and Stripes must adhere to the same way of thinking in order to 

succeed in the country. The idea of Common Core Standards, just as the No-Child Left Behind 

Act, has good intentions. We believe, as a country, that each student in the country should be 

held accountable to a standard that can be measured, analyzed, and accepted as appropriate for 

the age. If each student can achieve the goal of being at the same place in education at the same 

time, then we will have a successful nation of educated citizens working towards the common 

goal of creating the “greatest country in the world.” The problem with this process is the 
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diversity of our country. When traveling North, South, East, or West in the United States you 

will traverse over mountains and valleys, across plains and deserts, and through swamps and 

forests, and the citizens provide the same diversity as the environment. You would not expect a 

citizen living on Manhattan Island to have the same standard of life as a citizen living on the 

islands of Hawaii. You would not expect a citizen living in Seattle, Washington to have the same 

standard of living as a citizen in Grand Forks, North Dakota. So why should we expect the 

students of these vastly different cultures to live in the same standard of education.  

One trend that seems to be taking hold of schools at the local level is the growing use of 

the IEP (individualized education plan). The justification for the IEP is also pure in its motives. 

The IEP is designed to allow a struggling student accommodations that will level the playing 

field between that individual student and the rest of his or her peers. However, this instills the 

mentality that the individual is more important than the community, which is the opposite 

mentality that school systems across the country preach in their vision statements centered on the 

goal of graduating students that will be a contributing appendage of a positive community.  

The contradicting ideals of the “one-size-fits-all” Common Core Standard and the 

specialization of the IEP create double standards and make creating a positive learning culture at 

the school an increasingly difficult task. The combination of these two practices creates a mixed 

message. The message is that all of our students must be treated exactly the same and held to the 

same standard, but some of them must be exempt from those standards because they learn at a 

different pace.  

I offer a different approach and a different philosophy that places the responsibility of 

standard setting in the state government and the responsibility of differentiating in the classroom 

teacher. Instead of mandating that each state follow under the same national standards for 
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education, let’s allow the states themselves to provide the standards they see as acceptable for the 

culture of their territory. State standards, instead of national standards, open up opportunities to 

give schools in that state realistic goals that can be achieved statewide. That way unique state 

cultures can be broadcast throughout the nation, and once again, we will pride ourselves on being 

a nation of diverse cultures from sea to shining sea. Instead of telling classroom teachers which 

students to provide “special” accommodations for, let’s give our teachers the resources to allow 

all of their students to create and learn at their own pace. At the individual school level, it is vital 

that each student in that school be given the fair opportunity to advance themselves through the 

public education system. Through the use of digital resources we can now achieve that goal by 

creating classrooms that place the teacher in the role of a travel guide. The travel guide organizes 

the destinations and resources you will need for your journey. The teacher must do the same 

thing by using the state set standards to determine learning outcomes combined with organizing 

digital resources the students use to get themselves to those learning outcomes.  

My proposal to change how we set our standards and how we operate our classrooms will 

be realized through the following process: Once state government successfully determines the 

standard of where academically their students should be at the determined age, the school boards 

of districts throughout the state can determine which resources will be necessary to achieve those 

standards, which leads to administrators in specific schools to provide the proper training to use 

those resources, and finally the individual classroom teacher can create the lessons to match the 

standards and resources aimed at providing each student with a challenging task combined with 

proper support achieving the end result of responsible, educated citizens.  

   


